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place for the pious. But it differed from one of our own churches,
which, although a consecrated place, is open to unrestricted
public use. A synagogue presupposed the existence of an
organized community ; it was the place where men and women
became aware of themselves as a community and sought
edification. From another angle we may look upon it as the
organ of legalistic supervision and control,1 a centre of religious
instruction ; for it was in theory the seat of a spiritual govern-
ment which ordered and disciplined the lives of the people.
As it was not a temple, the synagogue had no minister. A
priest might occupy an Important position in it, but it would
be as a teacher, not in his official capacity. The recognized
leader was the Rabbi, or doctor of the Law. But the privilege
of teaching in the synagogue was not confined to him. On the
contrary, any Jew who felt ready and able to do so, whether
he were a member of the community or simply a passing stranger,
might ask and obtain permission to expound the Scriptures.
The synagogue was thus a thoroughly democratic institution. It
might almost be described as a sort of popular religious university.
Here the worship was confined solely to the reading of the
Torah and the Xebiim^ The scriptural passage read formed
the basis of a commentary and the text of an address in which
ingenuity and learning of the speaker had free scope. Naturally
any professional master, or Rabbi, who happened to be present
would make the most of such an opportunity. The singing of
Psalms and congregational prayers completed the religious
activities of the meeting, but, strictly speaking, there were no
sacrifices and no liturgy, and this is what gives the synagogue
its unique place among the religious institutions of antiquity.
Here was seen, for the first time, a cult whose members wor-
shipped wholly in spirit and in truth and whose rites were no
more than organized individual impulses, only restricted by
the need to ensure the order and edification of the meeting.
Unfortunately little is known of the organization or develop-
ment of synagogues in Palestine.3 There is more evidence
1	EB, art. Synagogue, § 4.
2	At first no doubt the readings consisted only of a short lesson from
each of these sections.    Later on it was the rule that 21 verses from each
should be read.    According to the Massoretic divisions, the Sabbath
lessons, or sedarim, consist of 8 or 9 verses each (cf. CCL, i, 7).    The
whole Torah was read through every three years.    But the evidence for
this whole subject is very scanty, and it is surely unwise of the Jewish
scholar Abrahams to base the description of the lessons and commentaries
in the synagogue on such a doubtful passage as Luke iv. 17.    Cf. LXXF,
ii, 533/n. 123.
3	Vitringa,  De Synagoga vetere,  821 ff., 915,  929,  941 ;   LXXXI7,
326 ff.i   CCCH, i, 102 ff.

